Mechanisms of action of antiestrogens.
Investigators from laboratories worldwide have spent nearly 40 years studying the mechanisms by which the diverse class of compounds known as antiestrogens exert their effects. In this review we present an overview of the work to date that has led to a greater understanding of both the classical and the sometimes unexpected actions which an antiestrogenic compound can have on the growth of a cell. In addition, we review work which has begun to explain the means by which some cells can ultimately become resistant to the action of antiestrogens. We conclude with a discussion of the current directions being followed by researchers in this area, as well as with several comments regarding what physiological activities might be desired in an 'ideal' antiestrogenic compound.